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Question

Organic Seed QuestionnaifResults

:In which state do you farm?Not analyzed in these preliminary results.

Percentage of Respondents

Question 2: How many years have you been certified organic?
32%

Responses: 844
Minimum: 0
21% Maximum: 35
1 19% Average: 8
| 13%
1 7%
| . 5%
z H m -
<1 1-3 4-6

7-10 11-15 16-20 21-30 =30
Years Certified

Question 3: Last year, did you have any organic
acresin annual vegetables?

Fesponses: 836

Yas
41%

Mo
0%

Percentage of Respondents

Question 4: Last year, how many organic acres did you have in
annual vegetables?

48% Responses: 283
Minimum: 0.01
Maximum: 1000

259, Average: 36
13%
4% 4% >% 20
0.01-3 4-10 11-50 51-80 81-160 161-480 >480

Organic Acres in Ahnual Fruits and Vegetables




opéAé\Idy State of Organic Seed Report 2010:

SLaNeEr) Organic Seed QuestionnaiiResults

Question 5: Last year, what approximate percentage of total

£ acreage of annual vegetables was planted with certified organic
2 seed?
c 20% 19% Responses: 287
2 Minimum: 0
b4 Maximum: 100
o A : 52
S 8% 8% 10% 8% o

7 o
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o in organic seed.; 48%
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Percentage of vegetable acreage planted with organic seed

Question6: Last year, what were your top 3 annual vegetable crops by acreage? And, what percentage of organic
seed do you use for each?

L Responses: 108
S | Minimum:; 0%
2 Maximum: 100%
v ] Average: 1%
el Percentage with >50%

2 . organic seed: 70%
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ﬁ 4

= Y, 10%

S ° 6% 6% 6% 6%
2 | 3% 3% 4% 0 0

T 2/ 2fo

o I =

1-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 71-80 81-90 91-99 100
Percentage of organic seed usedfortomatoes

#2- Squash 38%
g Responses: 100
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=4 Average: 63%
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S 12%
g 9%
=} 0 0
g 7 - 4% 4% i 2 . 5% 6% 5%
@ 0/ (1] .
E - T T T T . T
o

- 11 20 21-30 31 -40 41 50 51 60 61-70 71-80 81-90 91-99 100
Percentage of organic seed usedfor squash
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#3— Greens
o0 Responses: 74
E Minimum; 5%
b Maximum: 100%
o Average: 78% 47%
iy Percentage with >50%
& organic seed: 79.7%
S
& 19%
£ 7% 5%
= o
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Percentage of organic seed usedfor greens
Question 7: Last year, did you have any organic
acresin field crops?
Responses: 782
Mo
39%
Yas
51%
Question 8: Last year how many organic acres did you have in
* 26% field crops?
E Responses: 443
5 Minimum: 0.1
= 17% 19% | Maximum: 6342
2 15% Average: 192
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Organic Acres inField Crops
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Question 9: Last year, what approximate percentage (%) of total
» acreage of field crops was planted with certified organic seed?
E Responses: 444
-E Minimum: 0% 48%
2 Maximum: 100%
b4 Average: 72%
o Percentage with >50%
g acreage in organic seed: 70%
g | 9% » 9% % g
c o 4% 30 307 0 o
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E . [ ] . : -_,_—0_,_. : - —
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Percentage of field crop acreage planted with organic seed

Question10: Last year, what were your top 3 field crops by acreage? And whitentage of organic seed do you
use for each?

g #1-Comn 69%
% Responses: 276
S Minimum: 0%
o Maximum: 100%
é Average: 81%
'S Percentage with >50%
% organic seed: 79%
g
e | 8% o 5%
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Percentage of organic seed used for comn
#2 - Soyheans 71%
o
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by Average: 85%
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Percentage of organic seed used for soybeans
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Percentage of Respondents

Percentage of organic seed usedfor wheat

#3- Wheat 75%
Responses: 122
Minimum: 0%
Maximum: 100%
Average: 7%
Percentage with =50%
| organic seed: 78%
20%
j 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 1% 1% 0%
0 1-10  11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 71-80 81-90 91-99 100

Question 11: Last year did you have any organic
acresin forage crops?

Responses: 753

Mo
50%

Yas
50%

Percentage of Respondents

Question 12: Lastyear, how many organic acresin a given season doyou have In

319 forage crops?
(1]
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15%
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=
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Maximum
Average:
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Question 13: Lastyear, what approximate percentage (%) of total acreage of forage

Percentage of cover crop acreage planted with organic seed

% cropsis planted with certified organic seed? 46%
8]
=1
E Responses: 58
% Minimum: 8]
@ 259 Maximum: 100
x| ° Average: 59.84
o Percentage with >50%
g in organic seed: 57.3%
T
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Percentage offorage crop acreage planted with organic seed
Question 14: What approximate percentage (%) of total acreage of green manure
and covercropsis planted with certified organic seed?
- o 38% Responses; 710 36%
oY Minimum: 0
i) %_ Maximum: 100
D3 Average: 4838
= £ Percentage with =50%
O 8_ in organic seed: 45 4%
o &1 4°/
] 0 20/ 3/0 1% . 1% - 2% 0%
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25%

Responses; 693

Question 15:In the last year, what percent of your seed did

you get from the following sources?

5%

18%

45%

® Produce yourown

m Seedbroker

® Printed or internet
catalogs

m Garden centers

® Other farmers
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Question 16: Over the last 3 years have you increased the
percentage of organic seedthatyou use?

18%

]
245, 7%

Responses: 692

mYes

H[MNQ

Hawve been using 100%
cerified organic seed for at
least3 years

Question 17: Over the last three years has your
certifier requested that you take greater steps to
source organic seed?

Responses: 554

Mo
40%

Yes
B0%

Percentage of Respondents

Question 18: Check which additional steps your certifier has requested.

31.55% 32.14%

Trialing of available
organic varieties

SearchingOMRIseed
database

55.06%
Responses. 336

Researchingmorethan Other

three seed catalogs
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Question 19: The reasons you have not purchased organic seed in the past.

Not a Slight  Moderate More than Significant
moderate
factor factor factor factor
factor

Lack pf seed ftre_atments such as 84% 7% 4% 20 3%
pelleting or priming
Buy_er demands_ varieties not 68% 4% 8% 4% 16%
available organically
Insufficient quantity of seed 41% 10% 15% 12% 22%
Save my own seed 52% 11% 10% 5% 22%
Distrust of organic seed quality 72% 8% 10% 5% 6%
Price 47% 13% 17% 9% 14%
Specific variety not available 19% 3% 10% 13% 55%
Lack of desirable genetic traits 45% 9% 12% 11% 23%
Seed sizing 80% 9% 6% 2% 2%
Other 74% 1% 3% 4% 16%

Factors rated "moderate™ to "significant” for not purchasing organic seed

T7%

50%
46%

0,
379% 40%

J 28%
24%
20%
10% 10%

Percentrating as moderate to significant

Lack ofseed Buyer Insufficient Savemy  Distrustof Price Specific Lackof Seedsizing Other
treatments demands quantity of ownseed organicseed varietynot desirable
suchas varietiesnot  seed quality available genetic traits

pelletingor available
priming  organically




ORGANIC y State of Organic Seed Report 2010:

ALLIANCE

Organic Seed QuestionnaifResults

Question 20: What organic seed quality issues you have experienced?

Not a Slight  Moderate Mo:je than Severe
roblem problem problem moderate problem
P problem

Germination / emergence 53% 16% 17% 11% 4%
x;lg)etal integrity (i.e. not true to 64% 16% 10% 70 30
g:é)enéakr;llsnatlon by weed seed in 20% 15% 9% 3% 3%
gr?gr:t:\erglr r;tlt?giglth genetically 88% 6% 20 20 1%
SPSgg‘;ft?rLZf’pearance looks 72% 14% 9% 3% 1%
Excessive chaff and foreign matter  80% 14% 3% 2% 1%
Seedborne diseases 81% 11% 6% 2% 1%
ggﬁi‘;)er;' o for seeding 82% 11% 3% 3% 1%
Other 82% 3% 3% 5% 8%

Percentrating Issue as moderate to severe

Factors rated "moderate"” to "significant” for not purchasing organic seed
31%

20%
15%
14%
0,
8% 7%
) ] I

16%

Germination/ Varietal integrity Contamination Contamination Physical Excessivechaff Seedborne Uneven size for

emergence (i.e.nottrueto byweedseed with genetically appearance  andforeign diseases seeding
type) in seedlots engineered looks matter equipment
traits suboptimal

Other
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Question 21: Do you have more problems with the above mentioned
qualityissues with untreated conventional seed or organic seed?

366%

23.48%

T287%

Responses: 656

u| have more problemswith
untreated conventional seed.

B | have more problems with
arganic seed.

Froblems are aboutthe samefor
both untreated conventional and
organic seed.

Questions 22; 26: How strongly do you agree or disagree with the statement

Responénts: 647

Seed companies shouldconducttestingand The regulatory frameworkin placeis adequate to
reportrates of GE (GMO) contaminationin protect my organic farm produ ct(s) from damages
o organic seed o dueto possible contammaonon by GE (GMO) crops
2 o 8 32%
5 359 > 5
z 35% 3
= c
(=] (=0 o
3-— % 319% 1% 0%,
@ | @ |
x 20% x
=8 o |
€T @
f=l) o
I s
| c 6%
L1 [ 1]
E_ 39 4% E—J
o : — o
Strongly Agres Meutral Disagree  Strongly Strongly Agres Meutral Dlsagree Strongly
Agres Disagree Agres Disagree
My organic farm products are at risk from Organic seedisimportantin maintainingthe
seed contaminated by GE (GMO) traits integrity of organic food production
.E % ‘2 43%,
g' 27% §
5] 5 35%
[=% [=y
2 19% ]
'y |
ol 13% o
2 10% > 13%
:IE: :IC:— 60/
O o o
] b 2%
&) &) Bl -
Strongly Agree Meutral Disagree Strongly Strongly Agree Meutral Disagree Strongly
Agree Disagree Agree Disagree
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Varieties bred for organic system
managementare important to the overall

4% success oforganic agriculture
0

] 38%

) 13%

] 3% 2%

] : : I -

Percentage of Respondants

Strongly Agres Meutral Disagree  Strongly
Agres Disagree

Question 27: Do you think that there are crops in
need of organic breeding?

Responses; B46
Mo

34%

Yes
66%

Questin 28: Thehighest priority crops you feel are in need of organic breediegop improvement) and thanost
important traits to breed for in those crops.
Top three crops and top three traits listed.

Field Cops:
#1-Corn #2 - Soybeans
Three §"°9t important traits to breed for Three most important traits to breed for
35% incorn 45%, in soybeans

Responses: 145 Responses: 69

24%

23%
20%

14%

Percentage of Respondents
Percentage of Respondents

Yield cuality Emergence Yield PestResistance Quality

11
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#3 - Alfalfa
Three most important traits to breed for in alfalfa

7 29% 29%

Responses:51

25%

Percentage of Respondents

PestResistance Hardiness/Adaptation Yield
Vegetables:
#1 - Tomatoes #2 - Brassicas
Three most important traits to breed for Three most important traits to breed for
L:" in tomatoes " in brassicas
5| 80% Responses: 45 E i 22% Responses: 41
5] T
2] S 24%
¥ @ 22%
5 @
@ | o
g 5
S I
S 16% 13% c
L] o
o o
N B o
Disease Resistance  Flavor Yield LIniformity General Disease Resistance
#3 - Squash
Three most important traits to breed for in
squash
a
S 309, Responses: 23
T
E -
2 30%
w4
@
E 1 22%
D -
@
o
g
c |
@
s
=
o
Disease Resistance Flavor/ Quality General
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Question 29: Do you produce organic seed?

29 ®| donot produce
° organic seed either for

1% .
on-farm or commercial
use.

u| produce organic seed
A0%, foron-farm use only
u| produce organic seed
commercially.
m| have produced
519, organic seed
commercially in the

past butnot currently

Responses: 626 | *Total greater than 100% because more
than oneresponce may apply

Question 30: Are you interested in producing
organic seed forcommercialuse?

mYes, definitely

Mo

ul am interested if
2Conomic opportunity
andtraining are
available.

48%

Responses: 626

Question 31: Are you interested in conducting
cropimprovement/breeding on your farm?

mYes, definitely

7%

mMNo

ml am interested if
eConomic opportunity
andtraining are
avallable

Responses: 625

ORGANI(Ci State of Organic Seed Report 2010:
J Organic Seed QuestionnaifResults
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AppendixA - Breakdown of specific questionsytcrop type (vegetable, fieldforage, covel)

For the following questions, resporseere calculated based on if a grower reported growing a specific crop type. For
growers who grew more than one type (etlgey grew bothfield and foragecrops), their responses were included in all

relevant categories.

Total crop acreage planted with organic seed:

Average Percentage

Proportion of organic seed used catagorized by
crop type
T227%
59 84%
Q,
52.30% 48.38%
Vegetable Field Crop  Forage Seed  Cover Crop
Seed Seed Seed

The reasons you have not purchased organic seed in the:past

Lack of seed treatments such as pelleting or priming Processor (buyer) demands varieties in contract that are not
Q0% available organically
80% | 80%
70% - ek
o -
0% 1 Growers produce 60% Growers produce
S0% A | 50
A0% " Vegetables 40% - u Yegetables
° mField Crops )
0% 4 30% mField Crops
Forage Crops
20% 4 c o 20% - Forage Crops
B Cover Crops
10% | 10% | u Cover Zrops
0% - 0% -
MNotafactor  Slight  Moderate More than Significant Motafactor  Slight  Moderate More than Significant
factor factor moderate factar factor factor moderate factor
factor factor
Insufficient quantity of seed Save my own seed
A45% 50%
A40% 509
35% - :
30% - Growers produce || 40% 1 Growers produce
o -
25% mYegetables 30% B Yegetables
0 -
20% mField Crops mField Crops
o - af .
5% Forage Crops 20% Faorage Crops
o -
0% B CoverCrops 10% = Caver Crops
5% -
0% 0%
Motafactor  Slight  Moderate Morethan Significant Mota factor  Slight Moderate Morethan Significant
factor factor  moderate  factor factor factor maoderate factor
factor factor
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T0%
50%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Growers produ ce
u Yegetables
mField Crops
m Forage Crops
u Cover Crops

MNotafactor  Slight  Moderate More than Significant
factor factor moderate factor
factor

90%
80%
T0%
50%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Factors rated moderate to significant

Growers produ ce:

u Vegetables

mField Crops
w Forage Crops
u Cover Crops

Lackof seed buyer Insufficient  Savemy Distru st of Price Specific Lackof  Seedsizing
treatments  demands quantity of own seed organic seed variety not  desirable
such as  warietiesnot seed quality available genetictraits

pelletingor  available
priming  organically

15

Distrust of organic seed quality Price
30% 0%
0% 45%
A0%
B0% ’
35%
50%, Growers produ ce: 0% Growers produ ce:
A0%, uYegetables 255, uVegetables
30% mField Crops 20% mField Crops
209 w Forage Crops 15% w Forage Crops
u]
m Cover Crops 10% ® Cover Crops
10% 5%
0% 0%
Motafactor  Slight  Moderate Morethan Significant Mota factor  Slight Moderate More than Significant
factor factor moderate factor factor factor moderate factor
factor factor
Specific variety not available Lack of desirable genetic traits
0% 45%
B0% A0%
- 35% -
v Growers produce: || 30% - Growers produce;
40% 25% -
mYegetables m \egetables
[uf -
30% mFisld Crops 20% u Field Crops
20%, - mForage Crops 15% 1 w Forage Crops
[uf -
10% B Cover Crops 10% m Coyer Crops
° %
0% 0% -
MNotafactor  Slight  Moderate Morethan Significant Nota factor  Slight  Moderate Morethan Significant
factor factor moderate factor factor factor moderate factor
factor factor
Seed sizing
0%
B30%
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What organic seed quality issues you have experienced?

Germination | emergence Varietal integrity (i.e. not true to type)
B0% B0%
a0% 0%
40% Growers produ ce: 40% Growiers produce
0% uYegetables 0% B Vegetables
mField Crops mField Crops
20% w Forage Crops 0% w Forage Crops
10% B Cover Crops 10% B Cover Crops
0% 0%
Slight  Moderate Morethan  Severs Slight Moderate Morethan Severs
problem  problem moderate  problem problem  problem  moderate  problem
problem problem
Contamination by weed seed in seed lots Contamination with genetically engineered traits
B30% 100%
0% £0%
30%
B0% 70%
50% Growers produ ce: 80% Growers produce
A0%, uYegetables 50%, uVegetables
30% m Field Crops 40%, m Field Crops
20% w Forage Crops 30% w Forage Crops
® Cover Crops 20% ® Cover Crops
10% 10%
0% 0% T T T 1
Slight  Moderate Morethan — Severe Slight  Moderate Morethan Severe
problem  problem  moderate  problem problem  problem  problem  moderate  problem
problem problem
Physical appearance looks suboptimal Excessive chaff and foreign matter
a0% 90%
70% 80%
0% T0%
50% Growers produ ce: 60% Growers producea
A% ®Yegetables 0% ®Vegetables
20% mField Crops 40:’5 mField Crops
20% m Forage Crops zgﬂf m Forage Crops
u Cover Crops ° u Cover Crops
10% 10%
0% 0% T T 1
Slight  Moderate Morethan — Severe Slight  Moderate Morethan — Severe
problem  problem  moderate  problem problem  problem  moderate  problem
problem problem

16




ORGANIC] A State of Organic Seed Report 2010:
AL,_e.ANCE Organic Seed QuestionnaiiResults

Seed quality problems rated "moderate” to "severe”

45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
2%
0%

Growers produce

m\/egetables
mField Crops
mForage Crops

m Cover Crops

Germination/  Varietal integrity Caontamination by  Contamination Physical Excessive chaff Seedborne
EMmergence (1.e. not true to weed seed in with genetically  appearance looks and foreign matter diseases
type) seed lots engineered traits subaoptimal

Do you have more problems with the above mentioned quality issues with untreatetiventional seed or organic
seed?

Do you have more quality issues with untreated
conventional seed or organic seed?

80%
70%
G0%
jg:;: Growers produ ce:
0% mYegetahles
0% mField Crops
10% | wmForage Crops
0% - = Cover Crops
| have more | have more Prablemsare about
problems with problemswith the same far bath
arganic seed. untreated untreated

conventional seed.  conwventional and
organic seed.
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