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Question 1:  In which state do you farm?  Not analyzed in these preliminary results. 
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Question 6:  Last year, what were your top 3 annual vegetable crops by acreage?  And, what percentage of organic 
seed do you use for each?    
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Question 10:  Last year, what were your top 3 field crops by acreage?   And what percentage of organic seed do you 
use for each? 
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Not a 

factor

Slight 

factor

Moderate 

factor

More than 

moderate 

factor

Significant 

factor

Lack of seed treatments such as 

pelleting or priming
84% 7% 4% 2% 3%

Buyer demands varieties not 

available organically
68% 4% 8% 4% 16%

Insufficient quantity of seed 41% 10% 15% 12% 22%

Save my own seed 52% 11% 10% 5% 22%

Distrust of organic seed quality 72% 8% 10% 5% 6%

Price 47% 13% 17% 9% 14%

Specific variety not available 19% 3% 10% 13% 55%

Lack of desirable genetic traits 45% 9% 12% 11% 23%

Seed sizing 80% 9% 6% 2% 2%

Other 74% 1% 3% 4% 16%

Question 19:  The reasons you have not purchased organic seed in the past. 
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Not a 

problem

Slight 

problem

Moderate 

problem

More than 

moderate 

problem

Severe 

problem

Germination / emergence 53% 16% 17% 11% 4%

Varietal integrity (i.e. not true to 

type)
64% 16% 10% 7% 3%

Contamination by weed seed in 

seed lots
70% 15% 9% 3% 3%

Contamination with genetically 

engineered traits
88% 6% 2% 2% 1%

Physical appearance looks 

suboptimal
72% 14% 9% 3% 1%

Excessive chaff and foreign matter 80% 14% 3% 2% 1%

Seedborne diseases 81% 11% 6% 2% 1%

Uneven size for seeding 

equipment
82% 11% 3% 3% 1%

Other 82% 3% 3% 5% 8%

Question 20: What organic seed quality issues you have experienced? 
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Questions 22 ς 26: How strongly do you agree or disagree with the statements: 
Respondents:  647  
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Question 28:  The highest priority crops you feel are in need of organic breeding (crop improvement) and the most 
important traits to breed for in those crops.  
Top three crops and top three traits listed. 
 
Field Crops: 
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Vegetables: 
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Appendix A - Breakdown of specific questions by crop type (vegetable, field, forage, cover) 
 
For the following questions, responses were calculated based on if a grower reported growing a specific crop type. For 
growers who grew more than one type (e.g. they grew both field and forage crops), their responses were included in all 
relevant categories. 
 
Total crop acreage planted with organic seed: 
 

 
 
The reasons you have not purchased organic seed in the past: 
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What organic seed quality issues you have experienced? 
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Do you have more problems with the above mentioned quality issues with untreated conventional seed or organic 
seed?  
 

 


